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APA SUPPORTS USDA’S PROPOSED RULE

FOR SCHOOL LUNCH & BREAKFAST PROGRAMS
WASHINGTON, D.C. (April 11, 2011) – The Apple Processors Association (APA) provided strong support for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s proposed nutritional standards for the  National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs. USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) issued final proposed rules for general review and comments after more than two years of hearings and study.

“These rules will result in children receiving more nutritious meals,” reported Nancy Chapman R.D., APA Vice-President for Food & Nutrition Policy. “APA supports USDA’s effort to ensure that kindergarten students and above have more fruits, vegetables, and whole grains available.”
APA has worked closely with federal officials for more than five years to revise and update national dietary standards that provide guidelines for food programs administered by federal government agencies. The FNS dietary guidelines are designed to increase fruit and vegetable intake of children, while reducing the sodium, saturated fat, and caloric content of meals served in the nation’s schools. APA worked to ensure that processed fruits and vegetables are included in the final dietary regulations.
“Apple processors supply high-quality, affordable, and nutritious apple sauce, without added sugar, fresh and canned apple slices, 100% apple juice, and other apple products to USDA and school districts nationwide,” Chapman pointed out. “We are delighted to see the emphasis on a food-based plan that increases the amounts of all fruits and vegetables and includes canned, frozen and dried fruits and vegetables, which may be more economical, more accessible, and more easily stored by schools.”

The Apple Processors Association was founded in 1987, as a national association of companies that manufacture quality food products from whole apples. Members are apple grower/processor companies and cooperatives and suppliers to the industry. APA members produce a majority of the nation’s applesauce, fresh apple juice, and specialty apple products. APA has its headquarters in the heart of the Nation’s Capital.
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